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C o n t a c t  U s

 Any questions should be 
directed to:

       
John Sims

(903) 593-2519, ext. 219
johnmsims71852@yahoo.com

Or visit our web page:

Ou  r  M i s s i o n

“The Tyler Together Race Relations Forum 
is an organization whose goal is to promote 
tolerance and understanding among 
the various ethnic groups within our 
community in order to bring about more 
racial equality. The scope will cover but not 
be limited to public schools, workplaces, 
minority-owned businesses. It will involve 
initiation of, or support of, programs that 
promote diversity and tolerance as well 
as provide a venue for open and frank 
discussions relating to racial equality.”

W e l c o m e

  ... to the Tyler Together Race Relations 
Forum.  We are a group of concerned 
individuals from the Tyler, Texas area 
working to promote racial and ethnic 
equality through programs, open-
discussions, education and advocacy.
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For a short period several years later, the 
forum added three racial reconciliation 
workshops to its project list. These were 
facilitated by members of the Baha’i Faith, 
a religion that emphasizes the oneness of 
humanity. 

In more recent years, it became evident 
that the forum needed to be reorganized 
with a more structured format, without 
losing the opportunity for people to share 
ideas and concerns informally.  Following 
a 13-month hiatus, the forum resumed 
meeting early in 2006.  The Tapestry Music 
Festival, a musical presentation featuring 
members of various races and cultures, was 
the first big event put on by the forum 
following this hiatus.  It was presented 
in June 2006 at Bergfeld Park and drew 
positive response.  More recently, the forum 
has scheduled a “movie day,” featuring a 
screening and discussion of a film relevant 
to our mission.  The forum is also engaged 
in an ongoing discussion with TISD, aimed 
at furthering multicultural understanding 
within the school district.  The group 
continues on other projects and welcomes 
any suggestions. 

I n  F e b r u a r y 
2 0 0 7 ,  t h e  r a c e 

r e l a t i o n s  f o r um  
a d o p t e d  t h e 

f o l l o w i n g  m i s s i o n 
s t a t e m e n t :

“The Tyler Together Race Relations 
Forum is an organization whose goal is 
to promote tolerance and understanding 
among the various ethnic groups within our 
community in order to bring about more 
racial equality. The scope will cover but not 
be limited to public schools, workplaces, 
minority-owned businesses. It will involve 
initiation of, or support of, programs that 
promote diversity and tolerance as well 
as provide a venue for open and frank 
discussions relating to racial equality.”

THE    TYLER     
TOGETHER         RA  C E 

RELATIONS          F OR  U M :  
A  HISTORY     

The Tyler Together Race Relations Forum 
grew out of the Tyler Together strategic 
planning project, a community-wide effort 
initiated in 1991.  The Tyler Together Race 
Relations Task Force was one of seven task 
forces formed under the project’s auspices 
to address a variety of community issues.

The task force’s first full year, 1992, was a 
busy one, highlighted by a series of town 
hall meetings that allowed people to express 
their concerns about race relations in the 
Tyler area.  A series of local controversies 
culminated in a statewide NAACP rally in 
Tyler -- the same day that the Ku Klux Klan 
held a demonstration in the city.  The task 
force’s work offered people an opportunity 
to air out these issues and others, and 
drew attention both in the Tyler area and 
beyond.

Once the initial hue and cry died down, 
the task force continued to operate, but 
with dwindling attendance.  Still, people 
continued to come to the meetings and 
engage in some lively discussion.  By 
around 1996, it was determined that such 
discussion -- chiefly of the roundtable 
variety -- had become the task force’s strong 
point, so the group’s name was changed to 
the Tyler Together Race Relations Forum.


